Management of a burn patient

You are called to the emergency room to consult on a patient with burns to the arms, chest, and face.

1. How will you determine whether and when the patient should be intubated?

2. After determining that the patient needs to be intubated, the ER resident would like to perform the intubation with your supervision. Being a good clinical teacher, you agree. The resident would like to use succinylcholine. The airway is currently reassuring. The burn occurred one hour ago.

a. What is the potential problem with use of succinylcholine in the burn patient?


b. What is the timing of this potential complication ie) How long after the burn can it begin and how long can this persist?


c. What is the mechanism of the potential complication?


d. Will you let the resident use succinylcholine?

3. Describe fluid management in the burn patient, using the Parkland formula.

