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Question: Airway Type: UrgentfEmergent Author: Dr. L. BrowneU

o nin Scenario:
22 yr. old woman with abscess in right side of neck below the mandible. Swelling and erythema up to cheek and down to
clavicle (crosses midline). Surgeon wishes to perform incision and drai.n.age. How would you proceed?

Ma' or oints of additional information to be rovided to the candidate e. . hx x labs l-ra consults:
T3Ss, H.R.I05, B.P. 90/60, R.R.28, 48kg. NeedJetracks anns, legs and neck. Admitted lV. drug user. Pt. is
uncooperative and abusive. Cannot open mouth due to pain and swelling. Cannot lie flat, «hard to breathe."

Anv followup infonnation required to lead to the end o(the Question
Uncooperative_ alternative plan(e.g.,sedation. ? L.A. topicaVinjected. Abscess rupturesin mouthwith intubation

attempt. Plan of action in response?

Critical features to be included i.e.the nwst bave to ass the uestion or to be considered co letel unacce table
Recognition of c:onflicting problems -lack of cooperabOD, impending airway obstruction. Reasoned approach with

alternatives if first line fails..

.

Knowledge of wiJhdrawal ~ and acute lung toxicity.
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